Acute myelogenous leukemia following complete remission of small cell carcinoma of the lung.
The treatment of patients with small cell carcinoma of the lung (SCCL) with combination chemotherapy and radiation has dramatically improved survival in the past decade. With this increased survival, long term complications of therapy are becoming apparent. We report a patient who died of acute myelogenous leukemia (AML) while in complete remission from SCCL. Review of the literature indicates that there may be an increased incidence of AML following successful induction of complete remission in patients with SCCL.